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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS
MINUTES
of the meeting of Thursday 26 June 201412 novembre
from 11:00 to 13:00 hours

B
The meeting opened at 11.13 with Mr Gianni PITTELLA, 

Acting President of the European Parliament, in the chair

Present

Mr PITTELLA, acting President

Political Group Chairs

Mr
WEBER1

(EPP)

Mr
SCHULZ 

(S&D)

Mr
VERHOSFSTADT

(ALDE)

Ms
HARMS (Co-Chair)

(Greens/EFA)

Mr
KAMALL

(ECR)

Ms
LIOTARD (acting Chair)




(GUE/NGL)

Mr
HELMER
(acting Chair)




(EFDD)

Also Present

Mr WELLE, Secretary-General
Ms RATTI, Deputy Secretary-General

----------------------------

1 Replaced by Mr MARINESCU as from 11:30

The Council


represented by

Ms 
TUTS






Ms
JAANSALU
The Commission1

represented by

Mr
LEARDINI






Mr
BARANY

The Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy1
represented by

Mr
CASTRO

Mr
LEVINE

The Economic and Social Committee
represented by

Ms
ADAMISOVA






Mr
MITUTA

The Committee of the Regions1

represented by

Mr
KIENEL

Office of the President



Mr
KAISER


Mr
MACHMER


Ms
STUTZMANN

Mr
FREEDMAN


Mr
PENALVER GARCIA

Mr
CARDELLA
Office of the Secretary-General


Mr 
MANGOLD


Mr 
SORENSEN


Ms 
FREDSGAARD


Ms
FERNANDEZ PERLES

Office of the Deputy Secretary-General

Mr
LANE

Secretariat

DG Presidency (PRES)







Mr WINKLER/Mr DUNSTAN/Mr KNUDSEN/







Mr SCOTT/Mr URBIETA1
DG Internal Policies (IPOL)






Mr RIBERA d'ALCALA/Ms VANDENBOSCH/






Mr CHIOCCHETTI/Ms SAILLIS1
DG External Policies (EXPO)






Mr AGUIRIANO
DG Communication (COMM)






Ms LAHOUSSE/Mr DUCH GUILLOT
DG Interpretation and Conferences (INTE)







Ms COSMIDOU
DG Finance (FINS)





Mr VANHAEREN
DG Innovation and Technical Support (ITEC)







Mr VILELLA

Legal Service (SJ)







Mr DREXLER/Mr PASSOS

Secretariat of the Bureau  


Mr TZIORKAS

Directorate for relations with political groups






Mr SCHWETZ

Political groups 

Mr KAMP/Mr RYNGAERT/Ms SCRIBAN/Ms LASKAVÁ


(EPP)

Ms COLOMBO/Mr BURU/Ms PEREIRA/Ms BAPTISTA



(S&D)

Mr BEELS//Ms COLERA-GARZÓN/Mr McLAUGHLIN



(ALDE)

Ms TSETSI/Mr DENKINGER/Mr LINAZASORO




(Greens/EFA)

Mr BARRETT/Mr BOYD







(ECR)

Ms D'ALIMONTE/Ms LEPOLA






(GUE/NGL)

Mr BORDEZ/Mr VAUGIER







(EFD)

Mr BUGALHO








(NI)

Mr HILLER, Mr ISAACS, Mr MENEGHINI, Mr PEGAZZANO and Mr ROHLJE acted as secretaries to the meeting.

---------------------------

1 Present for item  1-3
1.
Adoption of the draft agenda
The Conference of Presidents
-
noted and adopted the draft agenda, having agreed, at the request of Mr HELMER, acting Chair of the EFDD Group, that point 6 be taken with debate. (PE 533.123/CPG).

2.
Approval of the draft minutes of the meetings of 13 March, 10 April and 27 May 2014
The Conference of Presidents
-
noted and approved the draft Minutes of the ordinary meeting of 13 March 2014 held in Strasbourg (PE 528.949/CPG and annex);
-
noted and approved the draft Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 27 May 2014, held in Brussels (PE 533.155/CPG).

3.
Adoption of the final draft agenda for the July 2014 constituent part-session (from 1 to 3 July 2014) 
The Conference of Presidents

-
took note of the preliminary draft agenda for the constituent part-session of the 8th parliamentary term prepared by DG Presidency and, following an exchange of views with Mr WEBER, Chair of the EPP Group, Mr SCHULZ, Chair of the S&D Group, Mr VERHOFSTADT, Chair of the ALDE Group, Ms HARMS, Co-Chair of the Greens/EFA Group, Mr KAMALL, Chair of the ECR Group, Ms LIOTARD, acting Chair of the GUE/NGL Group, and Mr HELMER, acting Chair of the EFDD Group, adopted it with the following modifications:
Tuesday 1 July

-
decided that each of the candidates for the Presidency of the European Parliament, in alphabetical order, be permitted to make a presentation of no more than five minutes immediately before the first ballot;

Thursday 3 July

-
decided to open the sitting at 10am, instead of 11am, and move directly to the vote on the appointments to the parliamentary committees.
4.
Communications by the President
There were none.
A.
DECISIONS/EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

5.
Preparation of the European Council of 26 to 27 June 2014
The Conference of Presidents
-
took note of the following documents:
· invitation letter by President Herman van Rompuy to the European Council (PE 533.261/CPG)

· draft Conclusions of the European Council (26 and 27 June 2014) (PE 533.242/CPG). 

-
heard the President note that he would address the European Council on 27 June 2014, in which he would reassert the Parliament's established position on those main issues that were foreseen in the draft Council agenda:
· cooperation on energy policy;

· the European semester and eurozone governance;

· a joint response to the challenge of mass migration, including a proposal for action on legal migration;

· Ukraine and the need to safeguard its sovereignty and territorial integrity;

further heard the President state that he would be very clear in asserting the view of the large majority of the groups that the decision on of the Council on the nomination of the candidate for President of the European Commission should fully respect the outcome of the European elections;
-
held an exchange of views with Mr WEBER, Chair of the EPP Group, Mr SCHULZ, Chair of the S&D Group, Mr VERHOFSTADT, Chair of the ALDE Group, Ms HARMS, Co-Chair of the Greens/EFA Group, Mr KAMALL, Chair of the ECR Group, Ms LIOTARD, acting Chair of the GUE/NGL Group, and Mr HELMER, acting Chair of the EFDD Group, in which the Group Chairs set out the positions of their respective groups, including the need for the policy agenda for the next five years to be drawn up with the full involvement of the Parliament and not just in the Council;
-
heard the President conclude by thanking the Group Chairs for their constructive comments, and noting that the draft conclusions of the Council acknowledge a role for all the institutions in the next five years.
6.
Constitution of the 8th European Parliament: Seating of political groups in the Chamber 
The Conference of Presidents, without debate
· noted the draft plan prepared by the Secretary-General, in close cooperation with the political groups, for the allocation of seats in the Strasbourg and Brussels Chambers among the political groups, the non-attached Members and the Institutions of the European Union (PE 533.240/CPG);
· heard Mr HELMER, acting Chair of the EFDD Group, assert that his group had only been consulted at a very late stage on the draft plan and that it was unacceptable to his group, which regarded itself as centrist, and therefore requested that the draft be amended to accommodate his Group's concerns;
· heard the President reply that all political groups has been properly consulted in the process of drawing up the proposal and  note that, since all the other groups were content with it,  the request of the EFDD Group could not be accommodated;

· heard Mr HELMER reply by re-stating in the strongest possible terms the opposition of his Group to this, and indicating that his group would consider what further action to take;

· heard Mr KAMALL, Chair of the ECR Group, request that due account be taken of the fact that one member of his group required the services of a sign-language interpreter, and that therefore an additional seat would be needed;

· approved the draft seating plan as proposed, while agreeing to accommodate the request from Mr KAMALL.
B.
DECISIONS WITHOUT DEBATE 

7.
Constitution of the 8th European Parliament:  Numerical composition of parliamentary committees 

The Conference of Presidents, without debate
· noted and endorsed the proposal submitted by the political groups concerning the numerical composition of each of the committees (PE 533.241/CPG) set out in the decision of the European Parliament of 15 January 2014, including sub-committees (P7_TA-PROV(2014)0018).;

· proposed that committee bureaux consist of up to four vice-chairs;

· proposed to accord neutalised status to the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, the Committee on Petitions, the Committee on Budgetary Control and the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality;

· decided that the proposal by the Conference of Presidents on the nominal composition of the committees be adopted by written procedure in time to allow for the proposal to be voted by the plenary on Thursday 3 July 2014 at the latest;

· submitted this proposal to plenary for final approval.
8.
End of term: Replacement of resigning Commissioners *

The Conference of Presidents, without debate

· noted and approved the proposal set out in the note from the Secretary-General for the procedure concerning the  replacement of Commissioners (PE 533.250/CPG).
9.
Urgent matters and any other business

10.
Items for information
10.1
Internal correspondence
The documents for the meeting include: 

-
the Results of the Written Procedure concluded on 17 April 2014 (PE 533.186/Conclusions/CPG and annex);

-
a letter dated 3 April 2014 from Mr BROK, Co-chair of the Democracy and Election Coordination Group and Ms JOLY, Co-chair of the Democracy and Election Coordination Group (DEG), presenting the DEG end of legislature report (PE 533.141/CPG and annex);

-
a letter dated 9 April 2014 from Mr CASINI, Chair of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, on the interpretation of Rules 166 and 195(3) (PE 529.011/CPG and annex);

-
a letter dated 17 April 2014 from Mr BROK, Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reporting on the 4th Inter-Parliamentary Conference on CFSP and CSDP held in Athens (PE 533.200/CPG);

-
a letter dated 13 May 2014 from Ms MAZZONI, Chair of the Committee on Petitions, on the Petition No. 1210/2012, on the designation of 22 July the European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Hate (PE 533.211/CPG and annex);

-
a letter dated 8 May 2014 from Mr WAŁĘSA, on the final activity report on the Ad Hoc delegation for the observation of Trials of Journalists in Turkey (PE 533.212/CPG and annex).
10.2
Interinstitutional correspondence
There was none.
10.3
External correspondence
There was none.
11.
Date and place of next meetings
The Conference of Presidents 
-
noted that its next ordinary meeting would take place on Thursday 3 July 2014 from 10:00 to 12:00 in room R1.1 of the Louise Weiss Building, in Strasbourg.
* * *

The meeting closed at 12.00.
1 Present for items 1-3 
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